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Literature Circles

5th Grade

Civil War
Method for choosing books

The focus of this literature circle is for students to receive a narrative perspective on the Civil War. The teacher will give a brief summary of each book and how they correlate with previous readings from the text and classroom discussion. Students will be allowed to choose from four different books, only self selecting one. They will be allowed to sign up for a book; groups will be not more than six – seven students. These books cross content areas which include social studies, language arts and reading.

Tennessee Curriculum Standards

· Reading

· Content Standard: 1.0 

· The student will develop the reading and listening skills necessary for word recognition, comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and appreciation of print and nonprint text.

· 5.1.09 Develop appropriate informational skills and study skills to facilitate learning.

· 5.1.10 Develop skills to facilitate reading to learn in a variety of content areas. a. Develop and maintain vocabulary specific to content and to current events.

· Social Studies 

· Content Standard: 5.0 History involves people, events, and issues. Students will evaluate evidence to develop comparative and casual analyses, and to interpret primary sources. They will construct sound historical arguments and perspectives on which informed decisions in contemporary life can be based.
Procedures 
· Introduction 

· Students will choose a self selected book and form groups according to their choice. Teacher will go over the schedule, talk about centers, journaling, and the presentation as whole class. 

· The teacher will come around to each group at the selected time to go over how to conduct discussion groups. In this the teacher will help assign first roles and reading to get students started. 

· Journal Entry 

· Students are to pick a character from the book they are reading. They are to write about what they would do different if they were a character from the story in a specific event that happened. They are required to draw an illustration of this specific event regarding their character. 

· Centers 

· Students will get to participate in centers. The centers will be designed to allow students to create a presentation for their selected book. They can choose one of three presentations to create:


· Create a newspaper for your novel. The title should be something relevant to the book. There should be letters to the editor about events from the story, classified ads, advertisements, weather report, summary of events, etc...

· Cereal box report. Students cover a cereal box with paper and to illustrate their novel. The front is to include the main illustration of the story. On the back they are to provide a detailed summary of the novel including main characters, plot, setting, and conflict/resolution. Other sides they create small comments about the book, i.e., 10% excitement, 30% suspense. They can use the actual illustrations on the cereal box to relate ideas to the story. 

· Time capsule. Items in the time capsule must represent items that would be important to the main character from the novel. They have to bring at least 10 3-D items to represent the character. They must describe each item and why it is important to the main character. The time capsule container must be decorated in fashion according to the novel.
· Presentations 

· Students will present their book on the last day of the literature circles. The teacher will have a rubric to critique the students during their presentation (these will be available to the students at the centers all week). Each group will be given a rubric for individual and group participation in the presentation process. 

· Assessments/Evaluation
· Groups will be evaluated on presentations of their chosen activity. They will be given a rubric of what will be expected while in centers. They can work on creating their project according to these specifications.  After their presentation, each group member will fill out a rubric to be compared to the teacher rubric filled out. 

· After group discussion, each group member will fill out a rubric on the day’s discussion.  They will evaluate each group member’s participation and their own. 

· Each student will be graded according to their individual journal writing. There will be a rubric to assess by. 

Book Choices

1. Dear Ellen Bee: A Civil War Scrapbook of Two Union Spies  

By Mary E. Lyons, (Author), Muriel Branch (Author), and Marc Tauss (Illustrator)

· In a fictional format that recalls the scrapbooks kept by women in the nineteenth century, Mary E. Lyons and Muriel M. Branch piece together the true story of Ellen Bee — the code name used by two extraordinary women who courageously undermined the highest level of the Confederacy.

2. Soldier's Heart : Being the Story of the Enlistment and Due Service of the Boy Charley Goddard in the First Minnesota Volunteers By Gary Paulsen
· Although he was eager to enlist, 15-year-old Charley Goddard has a change of heart after experiencing both the physical horrors and mental anguish of Civil War combat. Battle by battle, Gary Paulsen shows readers the turmoil of war through one boy's eyes and one boy's heart -- and gives voice to all the anonymous young men who fought in the Civil War.

3. A Ballad of the Civil WarMary Stolz (Author) 

4. › Visit Amazon's Mary Stolz Page
5. Find all the books, read about the author, and more.

6. See search results for this author 

7. Are you an author? Learn about Author Central 

8.  by Mary Stolz (author), Sergio Martinez (Illustrator)
· Tom Rigby didn't think that anything could ever come between him and his twin, Jack. But things begin to change when Tom learns that they are not allowed to play with their friend Aaron anymore because he's a slave. Tom is upset, but Jack doesn't seem to care. All Jack cares about is playing soldier.
Eleven years later, when war breaks out, Jack joins the Confederation army. But Tom can't bring himself to fight for a cause he doesn't believe in — slavery. So Tom rides north to join the Union army — even though he knows he may one day have to face his brother on the battlefield.
     4. 
Behind the Blue and the Gray: The Soldier’s Life in the Civil War by Delia Ray
· Eager recruits, who had never fired a gun or camped outdoors, learned to live to the beat of drums and to endure the hardships of army camp. They also made the best of their rustic existence, inventing ingenious games, telling yarns, and at times even socializing with the enemy.

Resource for book summaries:  www.barnesandnobel.com
Schedule 
	
	Monday
	Tuesday


	Wednesday


	Thursday


	Friday

	Group 1          The Spies

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30
	Start reading.
	
	
	Centers
	
	Journal
	
	
	
	Discussion groups. Finish!
	
	Listen to presentations.

	
	Meet with teacher.   Hand out role sheets/ discuss.         (9-9:15)
	
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	
	
	Centers
	
	Present

book to

class.

15 minutes

	Group 2      

 The Soldiers

8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30
	Meet with teacher.    Hand out role sheets/ discuss.            (8:30-8:45)
	
	
	Centers
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	
	
	Discussion Groups.

Finish!
	
	Present

book to

class.

15 minutes

	
	Read


	
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	Journal
	
	
	
	Centers
	
	Listen to presentations.

	Group 3    

   The Pioneers 8:30-9:00

9:00-9:30


	Start reading
	
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	Journal
	
	
	
	Discussion Groups.

Finish!
	
	Present

book to

class.

15 minutes

	
	Meet with teacher. Hand out role sheets/ discuss.         (9:15-9:30)
	
	
	Centers
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	
	
	Centers
	
	Listen to

presentations. 

	Group 4        The Cannons

8-30-9:00

9:00-9:30
	Meet with teacher. Hand out role sheets/discuss. 
	
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/  assign roles.
Centers
	
	Discussion groups and set up next reading/ assign roles.
	
	
	
	Discussion groups.
Finish!
	
	Listen to Presentations.

	
	Start Reading.
	
	
	Journal
	
	Centers
	Present Book


Overview of Roles for Literature Circle

· Discussion Director:  Guides the discussion.  Begins by asking questions for group to discuss based on student’s thoughts, reactions, or concerns as he or she read.  Director can call on other students to share their role with the circle.

· Travel Tracker:  Track the action that is happening in the story. Describe key events where the action begins, events happen, and action ends. Also make a real world connection of something they are reminded of.

· Wordsmith:  Locates unusual words in the reading passage or words which students may not know the meaning of.  Student guesses the meaning of the word and then looks up the correct definition to share with the rest of the circle. Student finds sections that are important to share with the group. 

· Illustrator:  Draws any type of illustration (cartoon, sketch, diagram, etc.) to represent some event, character, action, or setting discussed in the book.  Group members speculate what the illustration is about and then the illustrator shares the meaning of the picture and what it represents.

· Connector:  Finds connections between the book the group is reading and the outside world such as school, community, similar experiences, people, or connections to other books.  Student shares these connections with group members.
· Summarizer:  Lists the key events that took place in the reading selection and why they are important.  Student also looks at the author’s message and shares all finding with his or her circle.

· Investigator: The job of the student is to find background information about information from the book or anything related. Things could include geography, information about author, time period, pictures, or music that reflects time period. 
                                                            [image: image1.jpg]LE
L AE





[image: image3.wmf]Discussion Director

Name: 
________________________________
Book: 
________________________________
Date:

________________________________ 
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Discussion Director: Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the book and direct the discussion by asking each member for their input based on their current role. Don't worry about the small details; your task is to help people talk over the "big ideas" in the reading and share their reactions. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings and concerns as you read, which you can list below, during or after your reading. 
Possible discussion questions or topics for today:

1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________
4. _________________________________________________________________
5. _________________________________________________________________

Sample Questions:

What was going through your mind while you read this section?

What questions did you have when you finished this section?

Did anything in this section surprise you?

Can anyone predict what will happen next?

Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________ 






Assignment for tomorrow: P            - P            .     
How to Lead a Literature Circle

(Discussion Director)

Use the following steps to help you lead today’s Literature Circle meeting. Try to involve everyone in the discussion, and remember to keep the group on task.

· Summarize

· Ask someone to summarize the selection. Discuss the summary. Allow other members to add details that may have been forgotten.

· Discuss Vocabulary

· Have each person share one word they selected. Ask them to read the sentence and/or paragraph from which the word came. Ask the group to make educated guesses about the word. Allow the person to give the dictionary definition and discuss its meaning.

· Share Questions and Answers

· Ask everyone to choose their very best question to read aloud to the group. Remind them that the question should be designed to spark a discussion and make everyone think. Let each person read their question and allow them to choose at least one person to respond to the question.

· Read the Teacher Question and call on several people to share their answers.

· Present Graphic Organizers

· Ask one or more people to share the way they completed their graphic organizer.            Allow group members to discuss the material briefly.

· Chat About the Book

· If you have extra time, talk over questions like the following:                                  
              

      How did you feel while reading this part of the book?                                                               
      Did anything in this section surprise you?             




      What was the most exciting, interesting, funny, or confusing part? 


      Would someone like to read that paragraph or section aloud? 


      What kinds of connections can you make between things that happened in                                                                      
                the book and something in your own life?

· Wrap Up

· Ask students to make predictions about what will happen next.

· Make sure everyone knows what the reading assignment is for the upcoming week.

Created by Laura Candler - Teaching Resources - www.lauracandler.com

[image: image5.wmf]Travel Tracker

Name: 
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Book: 
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Assignment: pages ______ to ______

Travel Tracker: Your job is to carefully track where the action is happening in today’s reading. Tell the group where the characters have moved to and from and describe each setting in detail either in words or in map form. Be sure to give the page locations where the scene is described.
Where today’s action begins: 
___________________________________

___________________________________

page _____



___________________________________

Where key events happen: 
___________________________________

___________________________________

page _____



___________________________________


Where today’s action ends: 
___________________________________

___________________________________

page _____



___________________________________

Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Assignment for tomorrow: p ______ - p ______
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Name: 
________________________________
Book: 
________________________________
Date:

________________________________ 



[image: image8.wmf]Assignment: pages ______ to ______

Wordsmith: Your job is to locate a few special sections of the text that you think your group would like to read aloud. The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling, or important sections of the text. You decide which passages or paragraphs are worth hearing, and then jot plans for how they should be shared. You can read the passages aloud yourself, or ask someone else to read them, and then discuss them as a group.
Location
 
 Reason for Picking


Plan for Reading

Page _____
_______________________
   ____________________

Paragraph _____
_______________________
  _____________________
Page _____
_______________________
_______________________

Paragraph _____
 _______________________ ______________________

Page _____       _______________________
_______________________

Paragraph _____
_______________________
_______________________

Page _____
_______________________
_______________________

Paragraph _____
_______________________
_______________________


Reasons for picking a passage:
important    funny     controversial   surprising 





confusing   informative



Powerful Vocabulary: List new words and their meaning.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Assignment for tomorrow: P ______ - P ______
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Name: 
________________________________
Book: 
________________________________
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Assignment: pages ______ to ______

Illustrator: Your job is to draw some kind of picture related to the reading. It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, flow chart or stick-figure scene. You can draw a picture of something that's discussed specifically in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or feeling you got from the reading. Any kind of drawing or graphic is okay - you can even label things with words if that helps. Make your drawing on this paper. If you need more room, use the back.

Presentation Plan: When the Discussion Director invites your participation, you may show your picture without comment to the others in the group. One at a time, they get to speculate what your picture means, to connect the drawing to their own ideas about the reading. After everyone has had a say, you get the final word: tell them what your picture means, where it came from, or what it represents to you. 
Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                          






Assignment for tomorrow: p ______ - p ______
Connector

Name: 
________________________________
Book: 
________________________________
Date:

________________________________ 



Assignment: pages ______ to ______

Connector: Your job is to connect the contents of the reading selection to current or past real world events and experiences. You will also connect the reading to other forms of literature, music, art and/or media.
Real World Connections: Relate current reading to real situations.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Experiences: Relate current reading to real experiences you or others have had.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Literature and Media Connections: Relate current reading to other books, movies art, television, music and other media. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Assignment for tomorrow: p ______ - p ______
Summarizer

Name: 
________________________________
Book: 
________________________________
Date:

________________________________ 



Assignment: pages ______ to ______

Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today's reading. Your group discussion will start with your 1-2 minute statement that covers the key points, main highlights, general idea and essence of today's reading assignment.


Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Points: 
1. ______________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________


Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Assignment for tomorrow: p ______ - p ______

Investigator

Name: 
________________________________
Book: 
________________________________
Date:

________________________________ 



Assignment: pages ______ to ______

Investigator: Your job is to dig up some background information on the book and any topic related to it. Use whatever means you have at your disposal.


Suggested areas of research:

· The geography, weather, culture and history of the book’s setting.

· Information about the author, her/his life, and other works.

· Information about the period portrayed in the book.

· Pictures, objects, or materials that illustrate elements of the book.

· Music that reflects the book or the period.

This is NOT a formal research project. The idea is to find information that interests you and helps the group to better understand the characters, setting and plot of the book.


Connections: What did today's reading remind you of?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Assignment for tomorrow: p ______ - p ______
Journal Rubric 

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Points

	Organization 
	Sequence of information is difficult to follow. 
	Reader has difficulty following work because student jumps around.
	Student presents information in logical sequence which reader can follow.
	Information in logical, interesting sequence which reader can follow. 
	

	Content Knowledge
	Student does not have grasp of information; student cannot answer questions about subject. 
	Student is uncomfortable with content and is able to demonstrate basic concepts.
	Student is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate. 
	Student demonstrates full knowledge (more than required). 
	

	Grammar and Spelling
	Work has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.
	

	Neatness
	Work is illegible.
	Work has three or four areas that are sloppy.
	Work has one or two areas that are sloppy.
	Work is neatly done.
	

	
	
	 
	
	 Total Points
	


Teacher Comments:

Group Presentation Rubric

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Points

	Organization 
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information. 
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because the group jumps around. 
	Group present information in logical sequence which the audience can follow. 
	Group present information in logical, interesting sequence which audience can follow. 
	

	Content Knowledge
	Speaker(s) does not have grasp of information; speaker cannot answer questions about novel. 
	Speaker(s) is uncomfortable with information and is able to answer only rudimentary questions. 
	Speaker(s) is at ease with content, but fails to elaborate. 
	Speaker(s) demonstrates full knowledge (more than required) with explanations and elaboration. 
	

	Visuals
	Group used no visuals.
	Group occasionally used visuals that rarely support novel and presentation. 
	Visuals related to novel and presentation.
	Group used visuals to reinforce novel and presentation. 
	

	Mechanics
	Group presentation had four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors. 
	Presentation had three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors. 
	Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors. 
	

	Delivery
	Speaker(s) mumble, incorrectly pronounces terms and speaks too quietly for audience to hear in the back of the class. 
	Speaker(s) incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficultly hearing presentation. 
	Speaker(s) voice is clear. Speaker pronounces most words correctly. 
	Speaker(s) use a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms. 
	

	                                                                                                                                      Total Points


Teacher Comments: 
Discussion Group Evaluation
Your name is to be listed first. Then list the rest of your group members. Evaluate them honestly in how they participated in the discussion group. 
	Name 
	Completed reading assignment.
	Prepared with book and/or assignment.
	Participated actively in literature circle. 
	Shares responsibility and accepts new ideas. 
	Stays on task throughout discussion. 
	Total points

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	
	
	


1= unsatisfactory   2=Needs Improvement   3= Satisfactory   4= Excellent
Comments:

Centers Group Evaluation
Your name is to be listed first. Then list the rest of your group members. Evaluate them honestly in how they participated in the discussion group. 
	Name 
	Helped clean up activity center.
	Kept a positive attitude about project and group.
	Participated actively in creation of project. 
	Shares responsibility and accepts new ideas. 
	Stays on task throughout activity. 
	Total points

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7. 
	
	
	
	
	
	


1= unsatisfactory   2=Needs Improvement   3= Satisfactory   4= Excellent

Comments:
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